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CLIPPER AUCTION
REVIEW

The Annual Benefit Auction was held May 19th 
at the Muskegon Country Club.

A good time was had by all.  Over 200 people attended the brunch and auction.  The 
silent auction started at 11:00 a.m. and closed at 2:30 p.m.  The live auction started about 12:30 
p.m. Tim Fitzsimmons, the auctioneer, had the bidders in a good mood and the bidding was steady 
and the money flowed.  Ray Hilt was our “Vanna” again this year.   Lucky Pam Babbitt won the 
very popular “Love Muskegon” basket.  It was filled with multiple dinner certificates, tickets to 
Coast West Music Festival, West Michigan Symphony Tickets, dinner cruise on the Port City 
Princess, and on and on!  Thanks to all of our local businesses who support the auction each year.  
Special thanks to our Auction Sponsors: Ted and Marilyn Losee, Brad and Becky Billinghurst, 
Gordon and Janet Obenauf and John and Nancy Truxall.

The final result had the Clipper with a very successful fundraiser for the preservation 
efforts.  All of the people organizing and working for months, and on Sunday, really deserve big 
thanks.  The whole day, brunch, auction, raffles and 50/50 drawing proceeded smoothly.   I also 
want to send thanks to Dave Utzinger, who again donated the leather tickets, which double as 
‘souvenir coasters’.

Gene Fethke
Chairman



Message from the Captain, Bob Priefer

Here we are into the second issue of the newsletter.  That really means that half of this year has 
passed and all is quite well.  Once again we had had a very successful fundraising auction at the 
Muskegon Country Club.  For all of that we have to thank Gene Fethke and his great group of volunteers 
for a job well done.

We are just getting started into the tourist season and the ship tours.  Jim Plant and his group have 
been seeing more and more out-of-this-area visitors and out-of-state people.  We believe that this should 
be another very good year.

I was very fortunate to be able to attend Shiposium II , aboard the iconic RMS Queen Mary in Long 
Beach, California for five days.

The “Shiposium” was sponsored by “The Steamship Historical Society of America”.  It is a 501©3 
non-profit organization dedicated to recording, preserving and disseminating the history of engine- 
powered vessels.  Founded in 1935, it has grown to more than 2,100 members in all 50 states and 20 
other countries.  It annually gives out the “Ship of the Year Award”.  In the year 2004, the Clipper was 
the recipient of that honor on it’s 100th anniversary of its building.  You can see that award plaque on the 
wall right by the Pursers’ Office along with many other honors.

So, once again , the Clipper was a featured part of  this years conference on the Queen Mary.  Ralph 
McCrea and I did our best, on behalf of the Clipper, were well received.

It was a very informative seminar by maritime experts and historians presenting case studies citing 
the successes and in some cases, the failures, in restoring and maintaining ships that have played 
important roles in the history of the United States.  Their stories tell of the trials and tribulations they 
face.  Stories that promise to engage and inspire everyone interested in ship history.

Besides touring the Queen Mary, we did the Battleship Iowa, the Lane Victory, Harbor courses of 
Long Beach, San Pedro, and Los Angeles aboard the tug “Angels Gate”, and also took in several of the 
Maritime Museums.

Then we went on up to San Francisco and some of its many historical vessels, such as President 
Roosevelt’s yacht “Potomac”, the liberty ship “Jeremiah O’Brien”, the tall ship “Barracuda” and the Life 
Ship “Relief”.   Both the Lane Victory and O’Brien were used in the filming of the movie, Titanic

The city of San Francisco is, in itself and all its maritime history, yet another story and time well 
spent.

The total week spent in California was so fast moving that this covers only part of the story and 
please, feel free to ask me any questions that you might have.  It was a very enlightening experience.

Smooth Sailing
Captain Bob Priefer

You can find more information at: www.sshsa.org.. 



Clipper Trivia
What is the origin of the name Milwaukee Clipper?

And other things of interest
By Jim Plant

Max and Mark McKee, doing business as Sand Products, were owners of the Milwaukee 
Clipper.  Mark was a friend of the President of Pan American Airways and he was on the airline’s board. It 
was the practice of Pan American to name the planes after the cities they served adding clipper to the cities 
names, thus Honolulu Clipper, Seattle Clipper, San Francisco Clipper and so on. In the early days of flying 
most planes were sea planes. There were not enough planes flying to justify the expense of building airport. 
Mark McKee thought it would be a good idea to name their new ship after the largest city they served and to 
add the name clipper, thus S.S. Milwaukee Clipper.

Frank Kirby, the navel architect that designed the Juniata/Milwaukee Clipper, had to meet 
certain design requirements when drawing plans for the ship. The beam needed to be less than fifty feet to fit 
into the 1905 width of the Soo locks, thus a forty-five foot beam. Imagine driving 361 feet of a forty-five 
foot wide boat through a fifty foot slot lined with concrete? Interesting, not much margin for error! 

Frank Kirby was a genius and designed most of the Great Lakes passenger ships. He designed ships with 
elegant passenger accommodations topside with plenty of room for freight below. All the propulsion 
machinery needed to be as far to the stern as possible to give the boats flexibility in loading. The ships had to 
be good sea boats to be able to ride what ever tempest the weather would throw at them on the Great Lakes. 

The original port of call for the Juniata was Erie, Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania Railroad 
paid $500,000 for her in 1905.  Can you imagine what cost that would be today? In 1905, the Pennsylvania 
Railroad was one of the largest railroads in the country. Immigrants were pouring into New York City where 
they would board the Pennsylvania RR to be transported to Buffalo, NY. At that point it was easier to go 
west by water to Duluth. Henry Ford hadn’t come along yet with his affordable car, so there were no 
improved roads through the heavily forested Midwest. Juniata carried people west and raw materials east. It 
was money making time for all Great Lakes passenger ships. 

In 1940, Juniata ran under her own power to Manitowoc, Wisconsin for the most extensive 
rebuilding of a ship on the Great Lakes ever been attempted. The Milwaukee Clipper that emerged had very 
little resemblance to the Juniata.  The cost for the rebuild was said to be one million in 1941 dollars. Her 
streamline silhouette gave the Clipper her second name, “Queen of the Great Lakes”.

Received from a faithful supporter:

One of my summertime traditions as a teen was to cruise the Clipper to/from Milwaukee with my 
buddies. Of course we would bring our own stash and party the whole cruise! 

In the summer of 1963 we embarked on our summer cruise as usual. Much to our pleasant surprise 
we discovered and got to know a group of young ladies who were on their summer outing. One thing led to 
another and before long we paired up two by two and got to know each other rather well! We had a great time on 
the way over.  Much to my chagrin, my new friend informed me that her Dad would be embarking in Milwaukee 
on his way back from Army Reserve Summer Camp.  It goes without saying that we had to behave on the way 
back to Muskegon! 

That cruise was the beginning of a long romance and courtship that culminated in our marriage in 
1967. We are celebrating our 46th anniversary in 2013! We hope to celebrate 50 years in 2017 on the Clipper. 

Jack & Sandy Olson



NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Just a quick reminder to please get your e-mail  
addresses to me.  Don’t miss out on the (I’m sure) good news 
one of these days.   PLEASE, it is so vital to the future 
distribution process of the newsletter, get your e-mail address 
to me.  If you don’t have e-mail, send me a quick note or call 
(231-798-4231) – Also, PLEASE put something in the 
“Subject” line.  I don’t open up e-mails without subjects. 

Thank you for your cooperation.        dpfol@earthlink.net 
Sandra Ferski, Editor

From the desk of Ray Boomer, Restoration Coordinator:
We are in our 16th year of restoration of our beautiful Milwaukee Clipper.  Some of us have been here 
since 1998, when she returned home.  But because of aging, retiring and some passing away, our core 
group has diminished quite a bit and could really use some new blood to help us finish this job.  If you 
have some spare hours on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays to volunteer, it would be greatly 
appreciated.  Through the year 2012, there has been 65,931 volunteer hours donated by some marvelous 
people.

On behalf of all our volunteers, I want to thank Stan Huey for the 15+ years he has given of his time and 
skills to help beautify the ship….. “Happy Second Retirement”.

Ray Boomer

Does anyone recognize 
this lady?  And what her 
name might be?  The 
Captain said she was in 
charge of the Casino and 
believes she was from 
the Chicago area..                        
……..The Casino was 
where the Soda Bowl is 
today!!

Note from Stan:
He would like to thank everyone for their continued efforts on the preservation.  He’s grateful 

for all the wonderful friendships he’s made and will continue to stay in touch…… Even warned me that he 
just might pop in from time to time to see what we’ve done.

He’s ‘retiring’ after all these years, not because he doesn’t want to help anymore, just that he 
has some projects of his own at home that need attention.  And those stairs-----they get to you as years go by.

Thanks to our own “McGuyver”

NEWS FROM RAY HILT:

It has been a very busy year so far, and I did not get as much accomplished as I had hoped.  The Alabama 
room isn’t finished and the deck chairs are not there yet.  The triple deck chair from the Juniata has taken 
longer than expected, but it is now ready to varnish.  I still have hopes to have the room open yet this year.

The ship models are back, and have proven to be a big hit with the visitors touring the ship. In the Ginman 
room there have been some additions. There are currently seven vintage engines on display. They include 
the following outboards:

*1946 Montgomery Ward 1 hp Sea King.  *1940 21/2 hp Johnson Sea Horse.  *1939 Elto Cub,!/2 hp.
*1924 Caille Liberty Twin 4 hp. Made in Detroit  *1949 Christ Craft Challenger 51/2 hp, made in Grand 
Rapids. *1939 Elto Pal 1.1 hp.   There is also a 1910 Lockwood Ash 1.5 hp 2 cycle inboard engine built in 
Jackson, MI.

Also, there are some new items for sale in the ship's store and more will be coming. Hope you all have a 
great summer!

Ray Hilt



This is a note sent to us from Lorli Dolson,  of Scottville, Michigan

I am 80 years old and unable to do any work (as much as I would like to!).  I‘ve enjoyed taking my children to 
Milwaukee to visit my parents in the late 50’s and early 60’s, when we lived in Detroit.  Keep up the good work!

Thank you Lorli for your continued support and interest.

Received from Rev. Robert Winter………..May 4, 2013

It is with great sadness that I write to inform you of the death of a former S. S. Milwaukee Clipper summer 
employee—Lawrence N. Lup, DDS.   Dr. Lup (who was my college roommate) and I were originally hired 
as bartenders for the summer of 1959; we returned the following summer, during which time I believe he 
was Assistant Steward.  I believe he stayed past the summer season that year to help prepare the ship for 
winter storage.

Dr. Lup died in Ann Arbor on Sunday, April 27th, of metastatic prostate cancer. Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete as of this date, but I would imagine they will be announced in Ann Arbor and Detroit papers 
tomorrow or shortly thereafter.

Larry and I shared memories of our time on the Clipper almost every time we got together, and it was 
through him that I discovered the organization which is keeping "the old girl" alive and kicking. Whether 
or not he was able to be active enough for the organization to take formal notice of his death I do not know, 
but I felt you ought to be informed.

Among other things, Larry introduced me to Paul McKee (of the family which owned the ship at that time), 
who introduced me to the Episcopal Church, which I later served for over 40 years as a priest. I am now 
retired.

Faithfully yours,
(The Rev.) Robert A. Winter

Bert Halfpap’s Reminiscence

Bert Halfpap worked for the Wisconsin and Michigan Steamship Company in many capacities 
from early 1937 until the Clipper era ended in 1970. His first jobs were on the Illinois and the Nevada as a 
purser-radio operator. His first job on the Clipper was as chief purser and chief steward. He was skeptical 
about that big of a job, but was promised all the support people he would need for both jobs. Plus, he 
welcomed the increased income.  He was given an experienced chef from one of the Milwaukee hotels to run 
the galley. For the bar service he was given a gentleman who had worked in Florida hotels learning the bar 
and catering business.

Bert joined the Juniata, the Clipper hadn’t been christened yet, in Manitowoc when the fit out 
was in progress. He reminisces when he first stood on the ship, “Material was coming aboard and I didn’t 
often know what it was or where it went.  I had to guess myself. I stood there with the sheets of items that 
were coming aboard. I would check them off as they went through. Then we wouldn’t know what to do with 
them.  We had dishes before we had racks to put them on. Everything was of 6 or 7’s.  After about a week I 
got a hold on it finally.  My basic crew of twenty-eight from the Nevada was on board. We proceeded with 
the fit out and made it on time for the ship to sail to Milwaukee for the christening.  
……………….
(This is an excerpt from tapes that Bert recorded for Mark Howell in the early 1990’s. Connie Nesbary 

transcribed them into the computer for all to enjoy.  The original tapes are in the Clipper archives.) 
Submitted by Marylouise Plant



** WANT AD **
ITEMS NEEDED

*Emergency
Electric Generator

*Welder
*Electric Sanders
*VOLUNTEERS

*Portable Band Saw
*Electric Hand Grinders 
*5.8 hp or more portable

Air Compressor
w/hoses & hammers

*Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!
All shapes,  ages & genders !

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible, we are a 501©3 
organization.

Thank you - Blarney Castle Oil Co. 
for the drums to provide proper 
handling of the restoration waste 
products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the scenes: 
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; LAKESIDE 
EMPORIUM,, and S & G SHOOTERS who support our efforts by displaying a 
canister for donations, and has a supply of  newsletters for distribution; 

You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and Visitors  
Bureau.  Not to leave out all the other local businesses who support the 
Spring Auction.  We always have multiples of businesses who donate items 
for the fundraiser.  Thanks to our generous supporters - without them, we 
really would be “Dead-in-the-Water”! 

Thanks to all.

Could your business use some new customers?

Business card size $120 annually - Quarter Page $240 - Half Page - $460 
- Full page Ad $900. 

Call 231-755-8066 to reserve your space today.  Thank you in advance 
for your support on the progress of the preservation efforts.

YOUR A
D H

ERE !!

OPEN FOR
TOURS

SATURDAY &
SUNDAY
1 – 5 pm Til
Labor Day



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic 
Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.

Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly 
newsletter.

I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity
Working on the newsletter Maintenance
Museum/Gift Shop assistance Restoration work
Security at the Clipper dock site Other ___________________
Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:
S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR
Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 
for the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on- 
board Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime 
heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!

Thank you for your support!
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